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Drought Indices from RI Water 2030
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November 2022 Rainfall and Departure
Generally 2 to 3 inches across RI with isolated higher and lower amounts
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Sep-Nov and Jun-Nov Percent of Normal
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Rainfall Profile: Providence

Green line shows 2022 Rainfall accumulation
Brown line shows “normal” rainfall
Blue and Red Lines show highest and
lowest rainfall years respectively

End of November: Deficit since June 1st 
Fell from 0.93 inches on 10/1 to 0.46 inches
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Rainfall Profile: Kingston

Green line shows 2022 Rainfall accumulation
Brown line shows “normal” rainfall
Blue and Red Lines show highest and
lowest rainfall years respectively

End of November: Deficit since June 1st 
Rose from 1.42 inches on 10/1 to 3.33 inches
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November and Oct/Nov Rainfall by Region

• 1 month rainfall was 
well below normal

• 6/7 drought regions 
at or below 65% 
(need 2 months 
below 65% for 
advisory criteria)

• 2 month rainfall 
slightly below 
normal.

• All regions above 2 
month drought 
advisory criteria of 
65% 
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3 and 6-Month Rainfall by Region

• 3 Month precipitation is 
near to above normal 
statewide

• Only New Shoreham 
region below normal

• 6 Month Rainfall ranging 
from near to slightly below  
normal

• Greatest deficits across 
Eastern, Southern, and New 
Shoreham regions



12/12/2022 4:41 PM www.weather.gov/box

Boston/Norton MA
WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE

Rainfall by Region Last 3 Months

• Very wet September has 
offset below normal 
precipitation in 
November to yield a 
near to above normal 3 
month precipitation 
departure

RI 1-month 2022 SEPT Percent OCT Percent NOV Percent 3-month Sep-Nov 
Northwest 204 97 65 121
Northeast 216 96 60 121

Central West 153 119 62 111
Central East 191 113 60 119

Eastern 143 115 63 106
Southern 150 113 50 105

New Shoreham 114 93 67 92
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12-Month Rainfall by Region

• 12 Month rainfall is 
slightly below normal

• Below normal rainfall this 
year was driven by an 
exceptionally dry first half 
of the summer

• Otherwise a relatively 
normal year
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December MTD Rainfall
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Crop Moisture Index

• CMI for RI: 2.09  Wet

Valid through Week ending December 3rd
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Palmer Drought Index

• Latest CPC PDSI calculation: 2.12

• “Unusual Moist Spell”
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Forecast Through 7 am Monday 12/19

Forecast through Monday
• Widespread 1.25 to 2 inches of liquid 
precipitation is forecast for southern New 
England over the next 7 days

• Current forecast for Rhode Island is 1.25 
to 1.5 inches.

• Mainly from a storm system that will 
impact the region Friday into Saturday

•Precipitation more likely to be rain, but 
can’t rule out some frozen precipitation for 
Rhode Island at this time
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CPC 8-14 Day Outlook
December 19-25 2022
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CPC Outlook for Dec/Jan/Feb
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