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Drought Indices from RI Water 2030
Recovery Criteria
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January 2023 Rainfall and Departure
Generally 6 to 8 inches across RI with isolated higher and lower amounts
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Nov-Jan and Aug-Jan Percent of Normal
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Rainfall Profile: Providence

Green line shows 2022 Rainfall accumulation
Brown line shows “normal” rainfall
Blue and Red Lines show highest and
lowest rainfall years respectively

End of January: Deficit
5 inches above normal since August 1st
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Rainfall Profile: Kingston

Green line shows 2022 Rainfall accumulation
Brown line shows “normal” rainfall
Blue and Red Lines show highest and
lowest rainfall years respectively

End of January: Deficit
6.3 inches above normal since August 1st
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December and Jan/Dec Rainfall by Region

• 1 month rainfall was 
well above normal for 
all regions

• 2 month rainfall also 
well above normal.

• All regions above 2 
month drought 
advisory criteria of 
65% 
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3 and 6-Month Rainfall by Region

• 3 Month precipitation is 
near to above normal 
statewide

• 6 Month Rainfall also near 
to above normal in all 
regions
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Rainfall by Region Last 3 Months

• Very wet January has 
offset below normal 
precipitation in 
November to yield an 
above normal 3 month 
precipitation departure
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12-Month Rainfall by Region

• 12 Month rainfall is now 
right around normal

• Below normal rainfall this 
year was driven by an 
exceptionally dry first half 
of the summer
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Crop Moisture Index

• CMI for RI: 2.14 Wet

Valid through Week ending February 4th
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Palmer Drought Index

• Latest CPC PDSI calculation: 3.36

• “Very Moist Spell”

Valid through Week ending February 4th
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February Precipitation
Valid Through February 12th
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Forecast Through 7 am Tuesday 02/14

Forecast through Tuesday
• Widespread 0.25 to 0.5 inches of liquid 
precipitation is forecast for southern New 
England over the next 7 days

• Bulk of precipitation over the next 7 days 
will be from a low-pressure system set to 
move through the region Thursday night 
into Friday.
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CPC 8-14 Day Outlook
February 20-26 2023
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CPC Outlook for Feb/Mar/Apr
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