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The problem in a nutshellThe problem in a nutshell

Median Value of Monthly Flows for Unregulated Gages in Rhode Island
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We donWe don’’t want to see thist want to see this

Ipswich River, Massachusetts



Hunt RiverHunt River
SummerSummer
20052005Courtesy of Alisa Richardson, RIDEMCourtesy of Alisa Richardson, RIDEM

Or this



Actually, no.Actually, no.

PWSB Average daily demand
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Are we using more water?



Summer outdoor water useSummer outdoor water use

So what is the problem?
PWSB - Summer vs. "winter"
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Getting worse, not better
Scituate - Trends to 2020
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How much does water use go up in How much does water use go up in 
the summer?the summer?



Where is that water going?Where is that water going?

““US EPA estimates that US EPA estimates that one thirdone third of all of all 
residential water use in the US is devoted residential water use in the US is devoted 
to landscape irrigation.to landscape irrigation.”” [lawn watering][lawn watering]



Solving the problemSolving the problem

1.1. Protect natural Protect natural 
resourcesresources

Require DEM to set Require DEM to set 
standards to protect standards to protect 
riversrivers



Solving the problemSolving the problem

2.2. Manage water withdrawalsManage water withdrawals

Statewide system for authorizing water Statewide system for authorizing water 
withdrawalswithdrawals

Implement natural resource protection standardsImplement natural resource protection standards
Require conservation improvementsRequire conservation improvements
Assure that priority needs are metAssure that priority needs are met



Solving the problemSolving the problem

3.3. Reduce summer demandReduce summer demand

Enforceable demand managementEnforceable demand management
Conservation pricingConservation pricing
Revenue stabilization protectionRevenue stabilization protection
Goal for residential consumptionGoal for residential consumption

http://edenprairieweblogs.org/html/uploaded_images/Lawn-Watering-711151.jpg


Solving the problemSolving the problem

4.4. Permanently protect Permanently protect 
water supplies water supplies 
through land through land 
conservation.conservation.

Land protecting drinking Land protecting drinking 
water should not be water should not be 
developed or sold.developed or sold. Foster
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Solving the problemSolving the problem

Protect natural resourcesProtect natural resources
Manage water withdrawals Manage water withdrawals 
Reduce summer demandReduce summer demand
Permanently protect water supplies Permanently protect water supplies 
through land conservationthrough land conservation



““Keep the shower curtain Keep the shower curtain 
inside the tubinside the tub””

-- Conrad HiltonConrad Hilton
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